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Light can 

travel through 

a vacuum. 
 Light Key Knowledge: We need light 

to be able to see things.  Light 

travels in straight lines from 

the light source.  Light travels 

in straight lines from the sun, 

hits an object which reflects 

light back to our eyes. This is 

how we see things. 

 
 

 

Light bends when 

it moves from air 

to water.  It is 

called refraction. 

This is why the 

spoon looks bent.        

 

Sir Isaac Newton shone a 

light through a transparent 

prism.  This separated the 

light into the colours of the 

rainbow – called the spectrum.  

When these colours merge 

together we get visible light. 

 

Percy Shaw 

invented The Cat’s 

Eye.  

 

Thomas Edison 

invented the 

electric lightbulb. 

 

Shadows are formed 

when an opaque object 

blocks light from a light 

source. The object will 

block the light rays that 

hit, whilst the rest of 

the light can continue to 

travel. 

 

 

Shadows can be 

elongated or 

shortened by 

changing the angle 

of the light source. 



 


