
 

 

 

 

  

Evolution & 

Inheritance 
 

Key Knowledge: 
Evolution by natural 

selection is the 

understanding that, 

over generations, 

species of living things 

have changed to adapt 

to their habitats.  The 

organisms that are best 

adapted to their 

habitats will be more 

likely to reproduce and 

pass on their genes to 

their offspring. Evidence 

for evolution includes 

the fossil record and 

DNA. 

Charles Darwin  
and the Galapagos Finches 

Key Vocabulary 
evolution: the process by which different kinds of 

living organism are believed to have developed 

from earlier forms during the history of the earth 

inheritance: characteristics passed on from parent 

to offspring 

offspring: an animal or plant’s young 

habitat: the natural home or environment of an 

animal, plant, or other organism 

adaptation: the process where a species or an 

organism gradually becomes better acclimated to 

its environment 

natural selection: Natural selection is the process 

through which populations of living organisms 

adapt and change. Individuals in a population are 

naturally variable, meaning that they are all 

different in some ways. This variation means that 

some individuals have traits better suited to the 

environment than others. 



 

 

 


