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Planning Inclusive Lessons

The acceptance that others have different views and that
they have a right to hold and express them can present
barriers for younger learners and those with SEND.

Learning about religion can present barriers for learners
with complex needs because of the abstract concepts
involved. For instance, some learners will have difficulty
understanding abstract concepts such as spirituality,
belief, opinion, friendship, justice, co-operation, conflict
and empathy.

Many of these barriers can be removed by using multi-
sensory approaches, e.g., through drama and role-play,
visits to places of worship, or sharing special meals.

Creating an Inclusive Environment

Seating

* Learner's seating and the main position are planned
for the shape of the room.

* Seating positions should allow all learners to
communicate, respond and interact with each other
and the teacher in discussions.

* Seating allows for peer or adult support.

* Consider seating arrangements to minimise
distractions.

* There is room for learners with mobility difficulties to
obtain their own resources, equipment and materials.

* Furniture is suitable and learners have the equipment
they require e.g. sloping board, foot block.
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Sound and Light Issues

Background noise is reduced.

Interactive whiteboards are non-reflective to reduce
glare.

There is sufficient light for written work

Learners use hearing and low vision aids where
necessary.

The teacher’s face can be seen- avoid standing in front
of light sources.

Video presentations have subtitles for deaf, hearing
impaired and those with communication difficulties.

Resources

Ensure that resources are accessible and within reach.
Label resources to encourage independent use, e.g.,
using images, colour coding, large print symbols as
appropriate.

Multi-sensory Approaches

Lessons to consider learning styles of individuals and
feature a multi-sensory delivery.

Allow time for sensory exploration.

Use of good-quality artefacts allows learners to
understand aspects of different faiths.

Support learners to explore the wider contexts through
stories, films and role play.

Learner-made videos or digital presentations of
situations involving moral dilemmas can be powerful
aids to learning, particularly for learners whom writing
presents barriers.

Low-arousal Areas

RE lessons can be overwhelming for some learners-
allow learners time and space if overwhelmed.

A low-arousal area (quiet area with calming, sensory
resources) is available for planned and unplanned
sensory breaks.

Allow learning breaks as required.

Unfamiliar learning environment

Ensure that learners are adequately prepared for visits,
particularly to different places of worship.

Preparation can include the use of photographs,
videos, artefacts and personalised social stories, so
that learners are nr worried about unfamiliar
situations.
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